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SECRET USDEL FRANCE 5907 f L*f/ 

noois/paris MEETINGS - Iffi/i 

SUBJ: CURRENT SITUATION AND TACTICS ‘ 'y]r 

-A c A f I J2y a ,H 0W » SCENARIO DEVELOPED IN PREPARATION . , 

L° R c«f P ^JES 0F THE TALKS UNFOLDED AS WE HOpip* VE 
??I rt 0 N E ADD IT 10 NAL BREAK IN THE MME. BINH WALKEKBIGHT Pr 

f2 T 2uJ S°” MEET INS SITUATION. SHE APPEARED CHAGRINED* 
£f«pS H S^JJ A 2 UNDOUBTEDLY TIMED HER ARRIVAL TO COINCIDE^ • 

tJ T 2t,2 E !!„I URN T0 SP£ AK FIRST THIS COMING THURSDAY. \ 

SHE BROUGHT ANYTHING WITH HER, IT IS NOT YET APPARENT, 

Sa*.JL A . NY CASE ™ ERE xs SMA EL LIKELIHOOD THAT IT WOULD \ 

?c SSFSLPS t!!!r PF i! L T0 PROSPECTS FOR REAL NEGOTIATIONS. \ 
1 F SHE £15:5 2??2 T0 SAY SOMETHING, SHE WILL HAVE TO ] 
n&f* , A ,t£5 E 55« CONFERERCE 0R GIVE INTERVIEWS, AND WE CAN I 

HER LIKELY LINE BY COMMENTING THAT IT IS J 

£fS?5H A S5: J55 C0ULD 0NLY CONFIRM ONCE AGAIN OTHER SHUTS 
?| V . I ,S U S PREFERENCE FOR PROPAGANDA' RATHER THAN NEGOTIAMuN. 
* F £2?« T «5J!5 5 AYS CONTAINED INTERESTING NUGGET OlHnrt^ 

2? ?! N A^°H5 10 ex P e °P e THROUGH LIAISON OFFICERS WHETHER 
iIri S c-22 JAKE-IT-OR-LEAVE-IT" BASIS OR WHETHER IT IS 

OPEN FOR OISCUSSION AND EXAMINATION. . 

?L 0T 2 ER SIDE was APPARENTLY NOT PREPARED FOR OUR WOVE 
£2L5f EMS TO BE HAVING SOME DIFFICULTY COMING UP WITH- 

«£?5IJ VE PU3LIC REACTION. VIET CONG AND NVN PRESS 
SPOKESMEN HAVE ALREADY CONTRADICTED EACH OTHER TO SOME 

S2H2 T » VITH F0RMER STATING THAT THEY WANT MEETINGS 
EVERY THURSDAY AND LATTER DECLARING THAT NEXT MOVE IS 
UP TO AMERICANS. THEY WILL PROBABLY SPEND THIS WEEK 
STEWING AROUND, WITH PERHAPS DENUNCIATORY PRESS STATEMENT 
OR TWO, WHICH WE WILL EXAMINE FOR POSSIBLE COMMENT, 

?• f2I^ ESTlNQ ASPEcY OF EUROPEAN REACTION GENERALLY ' 

IS ABSENCE OF CRITICISM OF UNITED STATES FOR PUTTING . 

!5!; K . S J!L N !: W BAS1S « ™ IS IS DUE NO DOUBT TO WIDESPREAD 
KNOWLEDGE THAT COMMUNITS HAD, TURNED TALKS INTO PROGAGANDA 
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MILL AND THAT EFFORT TO PUT THINGS ON NEGOTIATING TRACK 
WERE LONG OVERDUE. 

» 4 

; 4. I BELIEVE IT IMPORTANT NOW THAT WE SHOW NO SIGNS 
OF HURRYING TO RESUME PLENARY SESSIONS. WE SHOULD 
MAINTAIN ATTITUDE THAT WE ARE READY AND AVAILABLE PRO- 
VIDED COMMUNITS ACCEPT IDEA THAT TALKS SHOULD BE MORE 
SPECIFIC AND MORE RESPONSIVE TO ACTUAL ELEMENTS OF 
SETTLEMENT, AND THAT PROPAGANDA PUSH HAS HAD ITS DAY. 

FOR THE TIME BEING. AT LEAST. WE SHOULD KEEP ONUS CLEARLY 
ON OTHER SIDE TO HAKE NEXT MOVE. GVNDEL SHARES THIS 
VIEW AND ALSO BELIEVES THAT WE SHOULD REFRAIN FROM 
PRESSING FOR RETURN TO THE TA8LE, ALTHOUGH OF COURSE 
WE SHOULO MAINTAIN OPTIONS WE CAREFULLY BUILT INTO 
OUR STATEMENT. I WILL BE HAVING DETAILED DISCUSSION 
WITH LAM SHORTLY ABOUT FUTURE TACTICS. 
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